
Crossing Alaska
1500 miles on foot and with packrafts 
in Alaska’s most remote wilderness

Salomé Stähli



1. The Story
2. FAQ
3. Gear
4. Food
5. Logistics



The Story of a Dream



Aber das alles war ich nicht.





Aber das alles war ich nicht.

Ricardo

Salomé



Why Alaska?

Why Alaska?



Source: https://www.alaska.org/how-big-is-

alaska
ALASKA IS BIG…

Alaska vs Lower 48



Preparations

Source: https://vividmaps.com/us-population-

density/

… AND NOT VERY POPULATED…

Population Density per State

1 person per square mile
Falklands Islands!! 



Source: 

https://dec.alaska.gov/air/anp

ms/ultra-low-sulfur-diesel/

& DOESN’T HAVE 
MANY ROADS!

Highway Map of Alaska

Source: 

https://www.reddit.com/r/MapPorn/comments/fn99sj/highway_map_of_alaska/
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Human-powered and continuous footsteps



Preparations



Foto Ricardo New Zealand

Hardly any roads…



…no trails…



…sometimes difficult terrain…



Preparations

… endless bushwhacking… 



…but sometimes we’d find Beartrails!



No Bridges…



…often difficult river crossings…



…sometimes impossible!



Every night in our tent, often in the rain… 



… sometimes in the fog …



… and sometimes in amazing places!



verTowns every 10-14 days…



…food for 5 months (1.5 million calories)…



…optimizing our gear…



…Creating a safety plan and team.







Section I
The Inside Passage
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Kotzebue

Alaska

April 2021
270 Miles paddling
33 days (9 zero days)
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5 Finger Lighthouse









Stephen’s Passage





Excursion Inlet



Section II
The Lost Coast
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Kotzebue

Alaska

Canada
May 2021
460 Miles Hiking + 40 Miles Paddling
27 days (3 zero days)

Gustavus
Cordova
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Taylor Bay









Brady Glacier

















Malaspina Glacier







Yakutat BAy













Cape Sitkagi



Icy Bay





Cordova

Gustavus

Icy Bay



Wir gehen weiter, denn sein Fuss tut ihm 

nicht besonders weh. Doch wir sind besorgt.

Seymour Canal



2800 Miles

Ketchikan

Alaska
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Alaska
Healy

Ketchikan

Icy Bay



Alaska
Healy

Ketchikan

Icy Bay

Our new Route



Section III
Alaska Range



Alaska
Healy

Ketchikan

Icy Bay

Slana

July 2021
260 Miles Hiking
60,000 ft Elevation Change
19 days (2 zero days)



Mount Hayes



Gulkana River







Chistochina Glacier







Chistochina Glacier
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Forget-Me-Not
Western Indian 
Paintbrush

Mountain 
Death CamasDogwoods







Whistler Creek
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Section IV
The Wrangells
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Slana

July/August 2021
180 Miles Hiking
23,000 ft Elevation Change
11 days (1 zero days)
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Section V
The Copper River



Alaska
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Mc Carthy

August 2021
140 Miles Paddling + 20 Miles hiking
1o days (0 zero days)







Million Dollar Bridge





Childs Glacier





Return to Lost Coast

Section IV
Back on the Lost Coast
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August/September 2021
170 Miles Hiking
15 days (3 zero days)



Controller Bay
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Softuk Bar Public Use Cabin



Icy Bay





Mt St Elias











What is your dream?



statistics

Frequently Asked Questions



How many miles?



How many miles?

1400 miles in total
440 miles paddling
960 miles hiking



How many days moving?



101 days

How many days moving?



How many days without rain?



How many days without rain?

37 dry days 
(64 rainy days)



How many days with dry feet?



How many days with dry feet?

5 days 
(walking on roads) 



How many nights in a tent?



How many nights in a tent?

69 nights
(+15 nights in hut, shacks, lighthouse)



How many other hikers met?



How many other hikers met?

Zero



How Heavy was your backpack?



How Heavy was your backpack?
13lbs baseweight 
+13lbs packrafts 
+ 2lbs food pppd
= max 60lbs



How many pairs of shoes?



How many pairs of shoes?

3 pairs each



How many pairs 
of socks?



How many pairs 
of socks?

6 & 8 pairs



How many bear encounters?



How many bear encounters?

52 with 6 close ones



Any other 
animals?



Humpback whales
Orcas
Dall porpoises
Seals
Sea lions
River otters
Sea otters
Minks
Bald eagles
Gulls
Arctic terns



Wolves: 3
Lynx: 1
Coyotes: 6
Foxes: 4
Moose: 20
Caribou: 54
Dall sheep: 40
Ground squirrels
Grouse
Ptarmigan



Gear, food and Logistics



Packrafting Gear
- Alpacka Raft Classic
- Aquabound Whiskey Carbon 4-piece 

paddle
- Homemade PFDs
- Kokatat Hydrus 3.0 Drysuit
- Orange Showa gloves
- Insulated pants
- Marine VHF + Garmin Inreach Mini

Full Gear List: www.north2arctic.com



Other Gear
- MLD Duomid XL DCF Tent
- EE Accomplice 10°F 2-person Quilt
- ULA Epic Modified PAck
- Toaks Titanium Alcohol Stove
- Trailrunners
- DJI Mini 2 Drone
- Garmin Inreach Mini

Full Gear List: www.north2arctic.com





Food
- 100 cal/oz min
- 2500 cal/pppd, increase every 10 days by 

500 cal/pppd, max 5000 cal/pppd
- Sample Meal plan:

- Semolina w/ Berries, butter powder
- Nuts, crackers, cheese, cereal & 

candy bars
- Polenta w/ dried Peppers, cheese 

powder, Nutella, PB, Cookies



Food Storage
- Loksak opsak
- Cook then walk 

another 15 min



Food resupplies
- By Mail:

- General Delivery to Post Offices 
(Petersburg, Juneau, Gustavus, 
Cordova, Delta junction, Slana)

- Package sent to Kennicot Glacier 
Lodge

- By Bush plane:
- Alaska Expedition Lodge (Tsiu River)



“Trailheads”
- Alaska Marine Highway ferry or 

flight to Ketchikan
- Flight to Fairbanks, train to 

Denali NP, hitchhiking to Healy
- Bushplane Icy Bay to Cordova
- Alaska Marine Highway ferry 

from Cordova to Whittier, train 
to Anchorage



Permits
- None
- Exception: Camping 

inside Glacier Bay as 
of May 1 



Route Planning and Navigation
- Route Planning:

- Read Blogs
- Study maps and sat images
- Gaia, Google Earth, Homemade 

mapping tool (ESRI)
- Navigation:

- Gaia on phones
- Backup: Printed maps (CalTopo), 

compass



Skills
- River crossings

- Fording
- Ferrying with packraft

- Long Distance Backpacking Experience
- Mental aspect
- Understanding food needs and food rationing
- Lightweight minimal gear + how to fix

- Navigation in trailless terrain
- Route finding
- Thinking before walking

- Paddling experience
- River
- Ocean

- But mostly, being good at suffering ;-)



Recommended Sections
- Skolai Pass - Glacier Creek (Wrangells)

- Hiking the Wrangell St-Elias NP & Preserve 
(A Falcon Guide)

- Fly in and out from McCarthy
- Copper River (Chitina to Cordova)

- Shuttle to Chitina from Anchorage
- Ferry and train from Cordova to 

Anchorage
- The Alaska River Guide (Karen Jettmar)

- Alaska Range (intersection Richardson Hwy & 
Gulkana River to Slana)
- Reaching “Trailheads” requires tricky 

hitchhiking
- Blog Luc Mehl



Resources
Inside Passage:
- Kayaking the Inside Passage (Robert H. 

Miller)

Lost Coast:
- No guidebooks
- Blogs (Andrew Skurka, Roman Dial)

Alaska Range:
- No Guidebooks
- Blogs (Andrew Skurka, Luc Mehl)

Wrangells:
- Guidebooks only for ¼ of the section:

Hiking the Wrangell St-Elias NP & Preserve (A 
Falcon Guide)

- Blogs (Luc Mehl, Roman Dial)

Copper River:
- The Alaska River Guide (Karen Jettmar)

Other:
- The Packraft Handbook (Luc Mehl)
- The Sun is a Compass (Caroline Van Hemert)
- A Long Trek Home (Erin McKitterick)



To our Planning Helpers:
- Bretwood Higman & Erin McKitterick
- Roman Dial
- Luc Mehl

To our Helpers on the ground:
- Arthur Häfliger (Chisana)
- Jeff Erickson & Thomas Cumps (Five Finger Lighthouse)
- Steve Richards (Ridgeline Aviation)
- Leslie & Jason Semler (Alaska Adventure Lodge)
- Kirk & Isaac Ellis (Devil’s Mountain Lodge)

To our Hosts:
- Dianne & Laughlin
- Ellie 
- Annie & Jim 

Thank You!
To our  Ground Team:
- Catherine
- Oriol & Amy
- Mark
- Breanna & Theo
- Macarena

To our other Helpers:
- Seref
- Lina
- Rick & Francine

To our Friends and Families, who did 
not stop us from realizing this dream even though 
they were scared for us

- Andrew Skurka
- Caroline Van Hemert

- Kristi 
- Cliff
- Lauren



www.north2arctic.com


